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James Cummings began the academic year 
as Professor at the South Carolina Military 
Academy (Charleston); he was elected to this 
position last July. Mr. Cummings graduated 
with the first honors of his class at the Univer- 
sity of Tennessee in i88o, and was promoted 
to the Master's degree by the same Institu- 
tion in 1884. For the space of four years after 
graduation Mr. Cummings was a member of 
the Academic Board of the Kentucky Military 
Institute, having charge of the classes in Eng- 
lish ; and during the next three years pursued 
advanced courses in Literature and Philology 
(English, German and Romance) at the Johns 
Hopkins University. Mr. Cummings has 
been commissioned to write a ' History of 
Higher Education in Tennessee ' for a series 
of Histories of State Education to be published 
by the U. S. Bureau of Education, and has the 
work already fairly begun. 

Dr. B. L. Bowen was called at the begin- 
ning of the present academic year to the 
chair of French in Bowdoin College, Bruns- 
wick, Maine. Mr. Bowen is a graduate (18S1) 
of the University of Rochester, where he held 
a Postgraduate Scholarship for the year fol- 
lowing his graduation. In 1882-83, he taught 
modern languages in New Windsor College 
(Md.), after which he entered the department 
of Romance Languages in the Johns Hopkins 
University. Here he continued for three years, 
being employed a part of this time by the 
university to give instruction in French. In 
1886 he went to Europe, where he remained 
more than a year attending lectures at the 
College de France and the University of 
Bonn and studying in Italy, Spain and 
Portugal. He afterwards (1887) returned to 
the Johns Hopkins, where he was employed as 
Assistant in French, and took the doctor's 
degree last June, having submitted a thesis 
entitled: "Contributions to Periphrasis in the 
Romance Languages." 

Dr. Thomas McCabe has been appointed 
Instructor in French at the University of 
Michigan (Ann Arbor). After receiving his 
preliminary training in London, Mr. McCabe 
attended lectures for several years at the Col- 
lege de France, and the Universities of 
Rome and Berlin. In 1884 he came to Amer- 



ica and entered the department of Romance 
Languages in the Johns Hopkins, University 
where he continued an uninterrupted course 
leading to his doctor's degree in June last. 
His thesis was on "The Morphology in Fran- 
cesco Petrarca's Canzoniere, accompanied by 
a general introduction and a critical glossary." 
During his course at the Johns Hopkins Mr. 
McCabe held a University Scholarship and 
afterward a Fellowship. The summer of 1887 
was spent by him in Romance study at the 
University of Berlin, and a part of the summer 
of 1888, in connection with one of his former 
instructors, Dr. Todd, at work in the manu- 
script department of the national Library at 
Paris. 

Felix E. Schelling for two years Instruct- 
or in English at the University of Pennsylvania, 
(cf. Mod. Lang. Notes, vol. i, col. 257), 
has been elected Assistant Professor of Eng- 
lish at the same Institution. Professors 
McElroy and Schelling have planned a 
three years' course in English, which begins 
with the Sophomore class and in which the 
Seminary method is to be introduced. 



OBITUAR V. 

Charles Pomerov Otis, Professor of Mod- 
ern Languages in the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, died in Boston on November 
17th, in the 48th year of his age. Professor 
Otis was fitted for college at Phillips Exeter 
Academy and was graduated at Yale Uni- 
versity in 1861. For several years he held there 
the position of Tutor, after which he went 
abroad and studied in Paris and Berlin for 
three years. On his return to America he 
received the degree of Ph. D. from his Alma 
Mater, and in 1873 was appointed to the pro- 
fessorship, made vacant by his untimely death. 
Professor Otis was a hard and conscientious 
worker in the Germanic literature and lan- 
guage, the department of his special prefer- 
ence. He translated into English the Voyages 
of Samuel de Champlain (published by the 
Prince Society), prepared a text-book of 
Elementary German, and in addition to other 
literary labors edited Schiller's " Lied von 
der Glocke " and Grimm's ' Marchen,' which 
are extensively used in our schools and col- 
leges. He printed, moreover, an "Outline of 
Middle High-German Grammar." Professor 
Otis was a member of the Modern Language 
Association of America, and a zealous, en- 
thusiastic promoter of all modern language 
interests. 
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